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We are pleased to announce that the Review of Community Recreation Facilities undertaken by a
Working Group of volunteer parishioners has been completed.
In this document you can find...

e arecap on the feedback we received from Crowle parishioners last year
e detailed proposals for new and improved facilities, in the form of a multi-year phased plan, and
e arequestforyour hands-on help with two early aspects of the project.

Come and find out more...
We will be holding community drop-in events with display boards in the Platinum Hall on:

e Tuesday 21 April, from 6pm to 8pm
e Saturday 25 April, from 5pm to 7pm
e Sunday 3 May, from 10am to 12 noon

The review of facilities - what you told us...

In early 2025, the Parish Council invited parishioners to input to a plan setting out the way forward for Community Recreation Facilities in
Crowle.

Suggestions for both new facilities and the improvement of existing facilities were welcomed. All the land at the Parish Hall site was
considered, including both the Jubilee Field and the PC-owned 6.3 acre field (the ‘Back Field') below the new allotments.

We received responses from individual parishioners including children and 6 local community groups, comprising Crowle Players, Crowle
Searchers, Crowle Primary School, Crowle Scout Group, Crowle Table Tennis Club and Crowle Young Farmers. More details inside.

The Working Group

Last year the Parish Council reached out to the community for volunteers to join the Working Group to study the findings from our
consultation and help to develop proposals. Eight parishioners were selected from those who stepped forward, to represent a broad
cross-section of the community and bring a range of perspectives. The Working Group met on 5 occasions during 2025/6.
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Proposals: a ‘Masterplan’ for Future Recreation Facilities
The good news is that we have been able to accommodate virtually all the suggestions we received from parishioners!
The main new and improved facilities planned are:

e New Play Area for older children

e Improvements to existing Children’s Play Area

e New (and bigger) Cycle Mud Track

e Natural Habitat Wilding and Rest/Relaxation area, with Picnic Tables
e OQutdoor Exercise Equipment zone

e Improvements to the Exercise Track round the Jubilee Field
e Grass Multi-Use Games Area

e Padel Court

e New Community Building

e Storage Containers for local community groups

e Additional on-site parking

The ‘Masterplan’ will have three phases, spanning a multi-year period from 2026. This will not only help us to coordinate the actions, many
of which are inter-dependent but, importantly, will also align with availability of the funding we will need.

e Phase 1-2026: Will deliver an approximate doubling of recreational space available to the community, including: a new playing
field for School PE and other group activities; and a nature reserve.

e Phase 2-2027: Will deliver improved facilities including: new play area for older children; a new cycle mud track; an extended
exercise track; improved tennis courts and a new padel court; a new and improved allotment site; and additional gravel-surface
parking.

e Phase 3: 2029-31: Will see the finalisation of the project, including: the completion of the new grass Multi-Use Games Area; a new
community building for users of the field and other groups; further activity areas for community and group use; completing required
access routes; and a refit of the existing Children’s Play Area.

On the next page is the vision: a description of the new and improved facilities that we'd expect to see when the ‘Masterplan’ has been
completed. On the following pages you can find a two-page pictorial representation on a larger, easy-to-view scale; and on subsequent
pages you will find a brief description of each of the phases envisaged for making the new/improved facilities a reality.
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The ‘Masterplan’ - meeting the needs of Parishioners, Children and Local Community Groups

Requested new/improved facility

Requested by...

How the facility will be delivered...

Parishioners Groups
More sports pitches Yes Searchers Grass Multi-Use Games Area on Back Field
PE area Yes School (secure, bookable)
Area for games/activities Yes Scouts, Young
Farmers
Natural habitat/wilding/ ‘rest and relaxation’ Yes Children Dedicated area on Back Field
area/picnic area + benches/orchard/bird
hide/pond
Exercise/running track (extend/upgrade) Yes Improved track on Jubilee; new loop on Back
Field
Children’s facilities/play areas Yes Children New area including pump track and zip line +
improvements to existing play area
Cycle mud track Yes Children New track (4 times larger than existing)
Tug-of-war area Yes Young Farmers Dedicated area on Back Field
Scouts’ ‘knives and fires area’ Yes Scouts Dedicated area between Jubilee and Back Field
Outdoor exercise equipment Yes On Jubilee
Padel court Yes Court next to bowls area
Community space + changing rooms Yes School, Scouts, New community building + toilets
Searchers,
Table Tennis Club,
Young Farmers
Storage facilities Yes Players, Scouts, Storage containers next to Shop and on Back
Searchers, Shop Field
More car parking Yes Searchers An additional 50 spaces (not on Back Field)
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1) Vehicles

- One-way system to Gravel Car Parks to aid flow

- Removes vehicles from the track to the North side
of Platinum Hall

- Vehicles separated by a fence to Jubilee Field

2) Car Parking

- Critical time Saturday during the football season.
= Currently Searchers use Gravel Car Park and up
to 30 spaces on Jubilee Field Total 66

= This layout has 50 additional parking spaces
which will cover the two extra football pitches

= Only Allotment Parking on the Back Field

3) Shop & Players Container Storage
- Planned installation spring 2026

4) New Children's Play Area

- Being 'new’ it will be possible to obtain grants.
- Over double the size of the existing Children's
Play Area.

5) Preschool Forest School

- Relocated nearer to Millennium to reduce travel
time & effort for the children

= Short route to Public Toilet

6) Padel Court
- Fast growing with few facilities in the area
- Good hire rates so more than self funding

7) Exercise Track and Running
- Loop around Jubilee Field completed now
avoids the need to use this vehicle route.
- Loop lengths
Jubilee Field and the Back Field = 1.1km,
Figure of '8' using Bridleway = 1.3km
= Running Track located on Jubilee Field
standard 300m length with 6 lanes.

8) Jubilee Field

- Contains the three smallest football pitches
for younger children.

- Space for a cricket wicket in the future.

9) Grass MUGA

- Fenced area to control access for child safety
and provide a space to hire.

- Space for Football, Hockey, Rugby, Rounders
and Archery to recommended standards.

- Located on the flattest part of the site to
minimise ground works

- Overhead power lines need to be removed.

10) Community Building

- Located inside the fence of the Grass MUGA
this provides a good combination of spaces to
hire and easy access to toilets etc.

- Not located on the Back Field

- Public Toilet about 250m from Rest Relaxation

Area

11) Searchers Storage Containers
- Two containers for football equipment and
possibly mowing equipment

12) Scouts Containers and Covered Area
- For storage of camping and activity equipment.
- Covered Area for drying tents etc.

13) Scouts Knives & Fires

- Located within the Grass MUGA fenced area
for good child protection

= Near the Community Building for access to
toilets and resources.

14) Tug of War
- Located where the creation of an uneven
surface is acceptable

15) Cycle Mud Track

- Located on the sloping area of the site which
benefits its design.

- About 4 times bigger than the existing track

16) Natural Habitat Wilding & Rest Relaxation
- Includes ponds
= Well away from the busy Church Road

17) Allotments

= All located together to foster a community
allotment spirit

- Fenced to prevent unwanted entry of people,
dogs and rabbits

= Car parking nearby

- Quality growing imported soil provided

- 2no water troughs relocated

18) Ponds

- Located at the lowest point of the site to
collect and control water run off.

- Overflow into the existing ditch adjacent.

ool Car Pars, o

===
-

&

4G A 1]

Grass MUGA

M L Cars AR

Future Recreation Facilities in Crowle

Design Notes
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Gravel two-way track and parking.
Linking grawvel car parks to give a
one-way system near Church Road

Track between Children's Play
Areas becomes pedestrian only

Exercise Track around
lubilee Field completed
with fence to vehicle area

Cycle Mud Track

Overhead power
line removed

| Community Building with toilets

accessed from Jubilee Field

enhanced with additional
soil from Phase 3 works
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MUGA activity equipment
Scouts Knives & Fires area
for scouting activities

Grass MUGA with
drainage and fence
to perimeter

Smaller football pitches to
give space for additional
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ANTICIPATED FUNDING

- 5106 from Residential developments in the parish - Crowle Parish Council

= Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) from new housing - Searchers Football Club
- Increased Council Tax/Precept from new housing - Shop Community Fund

- Football Foundation Grant - Crowle Table Tennis Club

= Public Works Loan Board loan - PTA of Crowle Primary School
- Income from Padel Court - Sponsorship
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Funding sources

Like any ambitious project, all phases of our Community Recreation Facilities Project will be dependent on funding being available. A
range of funding sources has been identified, some of which are described below. These sources are also included on the plans on the
previous three pages. Crowle has a strong track record on achieving funding for community projects.

Much of the funding will derive from Section 106, the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and the related precept, which are generated
from new housing developments in the parish. Funding will also involve securing grants, which cannot be guaranteed in advance. It may
therefore be necessary to adjust the project's proposals over time to reflect funding availability. Below is more detail about Section 106

and CIL funding.

Itis likely that part of the funding would involve a new loan from the Public Works Loan Board. The Parish Council will consult parishioners
formally on this proposal nearer the time when the details are established, which will include the impact on the precept amount paid by
parishioners.

The proposed Padel Court is expected to generate surplus revenue from hirings, although it's not possible to forecast details at this stage.

Section 106 funding: As part of a new housing development, a ‘Section 106" agreement is put in place between the developer and the
local authority. Section 106 allocations are used to improve the infrastructure for an area resulting from new housing. The legal agreement
states what the money is to be used for and who will benefit from it - it cannot simply be used for general purposes (as was the case up to
2010).

The following Section 106 contribution provisions are contained in the agreements for the Spitfire, Piper and Gleeson Phase 1 housing
developments (they are also anticipated for Gleeson Phase 2, which is currently seeking final approval):

e Formal Sport: to support specific ‘formal sports' only, which are defined as rugby, hockey, cricket and football (can include pavilions
to support those sports). Other sports may be ‘formal’ but these funds cannot be allocated to them.

e Built Sports facilities: specifically for sports halls (also including pavilions), artificial grass pitches, indoor bowls and swimming
pools.

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): The CIL is a planning charge that local authorities use to raise funds from developers and
landowners undertaking new developments in their area. Part is set aside as a ‘neighbourhood portion, which can be spent by the Parish
Council on a range of items that reflect the impact of new development, including recreational facilities.
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Your help please!
We're looking for volunteers now to help with two key aspects of the project:

e Steering the design of the new Children's Play Area
e Planting trees and plants in the Wilding Area.

If you could spare some time or would like to find out more, please contact Robert Moore on 07799 643395 or at
robert.o.moore10@gmail.com.

A big thank you to our Working Group...

Many thanks to the members of our Working Group of volunteer parishioners for all their hard work in developing the ‘Masterplan’
proposals! The members were Paul Bussey, Michael Coleman, Helen Dowson, Grace Ellis, Kate Gee, Paul Hughes, Chris Richards
and Helen Wadsworth. They joined Donna Kennedy (Chair) and Robert Moore, who together formed the Core Group.

Dates for your diary...

A reminder: our Working Group members look forward to welcoming you at the community drop-in events in the Platinum Hall on:

e Tuesday 21 April, from 6pm to 8pm
e Saturday 25 April, from 5pm to 7pm
e Sunday 3 May, from 10am to 12 noon

The display boards to be used at these events will be posted on the Parish Council website at www.crowlepc.co.uk.

If you're unable to come to one of the events, please share any thoughts you may have either via email to feedback@crowlepc.co.uk or
by completing and returning the reply form available on the PC website at www.crowlepc.co.uk/community-recreation-facilities-review/
and from The Shop & Café at Crowle. Please be sure to include your name and postcode (your personal details will be held securely by the
Parish Council and used only for this project).

Crowle Parish Council
April 2026
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